MEET YOUR 
$ YOUR PURCHASE BENEFITS THE VENDORS. VENDOR; 
PLEASE BUY ONLY FROM BADGED VENDORS, DENISE 
SHEARER 


A tale of two shelters. page 6 


PAGE . 


NEWS AND SOLUTIONS FROM THE GROUND sa oe w. 
ff F comms Nm 


ovis + ‘VOTE | y, 


FA, ion ae age á 
NŠIDE 
Football cht ia = 


~shows Ann 


everyone 3 
belongs in a 
“the beautiful i 
game. page 7 `% 


AFC-AA women's coach Kevin Taylor 7 
gives his team advice before the start of 

the second half in a 3-1 victory over the 
Cleveland Force, May 24. 


2  GROUNDCOVER NEWS 


___ GROUNDCOVER 


JUNE 14, 2024 


2024 VISUAL ARTS CONTEST 
TIMELINE OF EVENTS 


June 20 - July 22: All submitted artwork will be on display atthe Ann 
Arbor District Library downtown branch. In-person voting open. 


GROUNDCOVER NEWS 
STAFF 


This summer, Groundcover News is 
not limiting our arts activities to the 


weekend of the Ann Arbor Art Fair. 


The first ever Groundcover News 


Visual Arts Contest is officially live, 


and we need your help determining 
the popular winners! We accepted art 


submissions from homeless/low-in- 
come artists in four categories: photo, 
drawing, painting and mixed media. 
There will be two winners per cate- 


gory: a juried winner ($250 cash prize) 
and winner by popular vote ($200 cash 


prize). 
Photography submissions are fea- 
tured in this issue of Groundcover, 


along with a QR code that leads to the 
online ballot. Our June 28, July 12 and 


July 26 issues will feature drawing, 
painting and mixed media, respec- 
tively. Readers can vote for all catego- 


ries at the same time. Just look for the 


the next three issues. 

For the next eight weeks, Ground- 
cover readers are encouraged to follow 
along with the contest by buying con- 
secutive issues of Groundcover News, 
visiting the gallery displays at the 
AADL and Makeshift Gallery, and 
voting for your favorite pieces — 
online or in-person. 

Popular vote will be calculated 
based on online votes and in-person 
gallery votes combined. One vote per 
individual. 

The panel of judges choosing the 
jury winners is composed of artists 
representing different facets of the 
Washtenaw County arts scene: T’onna 
Clemmons, Barry Chattillion, Denali 
Gere and Ria Daugherty. These judges 
were hand selected by the production 
committee because of their arts exper- 
tise and committment to community! 

Special thanks to the Ann Arbor Art 
Center, the Ann Arbor District Library, 
the Makeshift Gallery artists and 


colorful frame insignia on the cover of donors for making this possible. 


July 24 - September 1: All submitted artwork will be on display at 
the Makeshift Gallery at 407 E Liberty St. in downtown Ann Arbor. 


In-person voting open. 


Sunday, July 28, 12-2 p.m: We will launch the Makeshift showcase 
with musical performances, coffee, snacks and words from the 


artists. 


August 5: Online and in-person voting closes. 


August 9: Winners announced. 


Follow @groundcovernews on 
Instagram and Facebook to follow 
arts contest programming 
throughout the summer! 


este Cetek Us Weile You Cape! 


Groundcover News, a 501(c)(3) 
organization, was founded in April 
2010 as a means to empower low- 
income persons to make the 
transitions from homeless to housed, 
and from jobless to employed. 

Vendors purchase each copy of our 
regular editions of Groundcover 
News at our office for 50 cents. This 
money goes toward production costs. 
Vendors work selling the paper on the 
street for $2, keeping all income and 
tips from each sale. 

Street papers like Groundcover 
News exist in cities all over the United 
States, as well as in more than 40 
other countries, in an effort to raise 
awareness of the plight of homeless 
people and combat the increase in 
poverty. Our paper is a proud member 
of the International Network of Street 
Papers. 


STAFF 


PROVIDING ECONOMIC OPPORTUNITIES FOR SELF- 
DETERMINED INDIVIDUALS IMPACTED BY POVERTY, 

PRODUCING A STREET NEWSPAPER THAT GIVESA 
PLATFORM TO UNDERREPRESENTED VOICES IN WASHTENAW COUNTY, 
PROMOTING AN ACTION 10 BUILD A JUST, CARING AND INCLUSIVE 


SOCIETY. 


PROOFREADERS 


Lindsay Calka — publisher 


Susan Beckett 


Cynthia Price — editor 


Elliot Cubit 


Zachary Dortzbach 


Hanan Husein — intern Anabel Sicko 
ISSUE CONTRIBUTORS VOLUNTEERS 
Elizabeth Bauman Jane Atkins 

Jessi Averill 


Jim Clark 
La Shawn Courtwright 
Robbie February 


Glenn Gates 
Alexandra Granberg 


Hosea Hill Robert Klingler 
Mike Jones Simone Masing 
Tabitha Ludwig Emily Paras 
James Manning Caelan Saunders 
Earl Pullen Melanie Wenzel 
Jane Reilly Mary Wisgerhof 
Felicia Wilbert Max Wisgerhoft 
Emily Yao 


GROUNDCOVER NEWS ADVERTISING RATES 


Size Black/White 
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CONTACT US 


Story and photo submissions: 
submissions@groundcovernews.com 
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MEET YOUR VENDOR 


Where do you usually sell 
Groundcover News? On Main 
Street in front of Your Media 
Exchange that sells DVDs, CDs 
and tapes and media stuff. 


When and why did you start 
selling Groundcover News? 

A couple of years ago | think. And | 
wanted to help myself and help the 
community and have my own 
money. 


What is your favorite thing to do 
in Ann Arbor? | like to sell 
Groundcover, | like to go to Sonic 
Lunch and | like to look at artwork. 


What is the best thing about 
selling Groundcover? | help 
myself and the community at the 
same time. | get to earn my own 
money which is something that 
helps everybody. 


If you could do anything for a 
day, what would it be? 
Go to Frankenmuth. 


If you had to eat one meal for 
the rest of your life, what would 
it be? Hot dogs and chicken noodle 
soup. 


What is your superpower? 
| like to walk. 


What are your hobbies? Writing 
and drawing and coloring. 


What changes would you like to 
see in Washtenaw County? 
People not being rude, and better 
customer service. 


What would be the first thing 
you'd do if you won the lottery? 
Buy some clothes. 


What song do you have com- 
pletely memorized? Joy to the 
World, the Christmas song. 


Truth or lies: Winter 


A warm soul with a radiating 
smile. I would always see this 
young lady rolling in her chair 
down the street when my truck 
broke down and I started walking 
to get around. Every time I saw her 
in the street, she was either rolling 
in the same direction I was walk- 
ing or rolling towards me. I often 
wondered, where did she live? How 
far did she travel going to Walmart? 
I would think inside of my head 
that she is a strong young lady. I 
know she can’t walk. Her chair is 
raised in the air, and her legs are 
stretched out. However, she never 
let her circumstances hold her 
down. You could see the resilience 
in her. Winter would always wave 
her hand and smile. 

One particular day I was getting 
off work and driving with my son 
in the car. I saw her sitting in the 
middle of the sidewalk. I pulled 
over and spoke to her because she 
was on my block. Now I could find 
out where she lives. My son asked 
her if she needed any help. Winter 
said her battery was dead. She just 


FELICIA WILBERT 
Groundcover vendor No. 234 


needed to be pushed over one 
hump in the sidewalk. I parked my 
car. Me and my son got out to assist 
her. As we started pushing, her 
16-year-old daughter came to help. 

Winter started telling us how she 
had five days to move. I asked her 
why and what happened. She said 
that her apartment was not handi- 
cap-equipped; how she cannot get 
up and down the stairs in her apart- 
ment. When she got a lawyer from 
legal aid, they informed her she 
had been served an eviction and 
had to move out in five days. 

I looked at her chair. The left tire 
was ripped almost into shreds. I 


wondered how the chair was roll- 
ing. I asked her if Medicaid would 
give her a new chair. Winter said 
she had gotten the chair when she 
was living in Kentucky. Here in Ala- 
bama, Medicaid would not replace 
her chair or fixit. Her daughter was 
pushing with my son. The chair hit 
the hump and she flipped over! 
With all the strength we could 
muster, the three of us picked her 
up and put her back on her chair. 

She was embarrassed, however I 
assured her there was no need to 
be embarrassed. I explained to her 
that we are all here to help one 
another. We continued pushing her 
home. The sidewalk was cracked 
up and missing pieces. There was 
only a makeshift kind of ramp cov- 
ering the broken sidewalk so she 
could roll into the house — the 
house that is not handi- 
cap-equipped for her chair or her. 

After meeting Winter, I could 
only feel sorrow and shame. Is the 
world we live in so greedy and 
uncaring that people really have to 
live like this? 


Six years since my world was 


shattered 


TABITHA LUDWIG 
Groundcover vendor No. 360 


How am I doing just six short/ 
long years after my sister's murder? 
I can honestly say Iam handling it 
a lot better. But am I completely 
better? No, of course not. I know I 
will never be completely over it. 

I think about my sister every 
single day. I sit and find myself 
wondering, what would she be 
doing right now if she was still 
here? I completely believe her 
ghost is always with me. I still hate 
Carla Cole for taking my sister, my 
best friend, my mom, my protector, 
away from me. I hate that my sister 
is gone. But I have a necklace with 
her ashes inside of it, so I will 
always have a piece of her. 

I was able to go to her grave site 
and see her this year on her birth- 
day. So even though the days are 
getting better (to be able to cope) 
that don't mean I don't think of my 
beautiful sister every day. I try my 
best not to dwell over what hap- 
pened because she can't rest in 
peace if I'm constantly dwelling 
over what happend. I only listen to 
songs for her once in a while. And 


only allow myself to cry about it 
once in a while. I know I can't 
change what happened even 
though I would in a heartbeat if I 
could. I can't, so I do my best to let 
my big sister rest in peace. Even 
though I am technically older now, 
Crystal, you will always be my big 
sister. 

I wish I could see her just one 
more time. Talk to her again and 
hear her voice. But I can't. So here 
is a letter to my sister: 


To Crystal, 

I miss you so much, big sissy. I 
wish you was here. I want so bad to 
talk to you and hear your voice 
again. I really hope there is really a 
heaven. And that you are so happy 
up there with Grandpa and 
Grandma and Auntie and Katie B. 
And everyone else. Please keep 
dancing in the sky and don't ever 
stop. Keep an eye over me. Don't get 
mad at me when I make mistakes 
and know that I am always think- 
ing of you. 

I would give anything just to 
spend another day with you. Know 
that I love you with all my heart. 
You was taken way too soon. But I 


Crystal and Tabitha 


know that you're not in pain any- 
more. And you're now able to look 
over all of us that you love and care 
about and be our angel. And I just 
know that is what you're doing. 

You was the best big sissy I could 
have ever asked for. I don't want to 
ever think of what I would have 
been without you. Thank you for 
always being there for me when I 
needed you the most. Ilove you and 
I miss you so much. I know you're 
looking down and very proud of me 
right now. You will forever be 
missed. Please rest in peace, I miss 
your whole face. 

Love, 

Your little sister, Tabitha. 
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On one of the chat apps there is a 
group called "Non-police Rapid 
Response." The 41 members of the 
chat are neighbors, community activ- 
ists and radicals who attempt to 
respond to community emergencies in 
a manner somewhat reminiscent of a 
volunteer fire department. What the 
NPRR seeks to accomplish is to 
respond to 911-level crises for the 
street community. The crises could be 
violent conflicts, campers who are 
being evicted by police, or first aid and 
mental health emergencies. In its 
infancy, NPRR did not have the capac- 
ity to respond to emergencies until 
recently. 

Many of the members are involved 
in homelessness solidarity activism 
where there is a lot of need for camp- 
ing assistance, propane, clothing and 
other basic life needs. These kinds of 
calls are routine. 

A call was made to Pastor Anna Tay- 
lor-McCants of FedUp Ministries on 
Saturday May 4 by a local business 
owner. Someone experiencing home- 
lessness was on her doorstep threaten- 
ing suicide. 

Here is the chat app conversation: 

Anna: Anyone available to rapid 
respond to a business owner in Ypsi 
who just called me with a suicidal man 
in her shop? I'm at least 15 minutes 
away. 

Blue*: where's the business? 

Anna: A2 Vintage, Michigan and 
Washington. 

Red: I'm available, feel free to DM. 

Orange: Same. 

Anna: How close are y'all? Ifyou can 
go there, that would be amazing. Will 
DM. 

Yellow: I can be there in 15 
minutes. 

Blue: I think I'm too far away at the 
moment, looking at the map. I'm also 
about 15 minutes away, and I have to 
wait here for a second. 

Orange: I could be there in the next 
10. 

Anna: you're all so amazing! Red, 
please call for backup, and Orange or 
I will join you. 

Green: Wow, this is beautiful. Thank 
you to everyone who has volunteered. 
This is exactly what I hoped would 
happen with this group chat. Sending 
y'all and the person in question lots of 
warmth and good vibes. 

Anna: I'm on my way too. Was wait- 
ing for someone to pick up bikes at my 
house. Thanks for going, and for all 
y'all who are willing to go. Backstory 
on this particular business owner. 
They seem to be good people who care 
about those in our marginalized street 
community who they have a relation- 
ship with anyway. 

This was the first time someone from 


JIM CLARK 
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the general community reached out to 
the NPRR chat to callin an emergency. 
The members represent community 
organizing groups like FedUp, Grow- 
ing Hope and Care-Based Safety to 
name a few. The NPRR hopes to be an 
alternative for the community’s vul- 
nerable population, calling for com- 
passion and peer-based care instead 
of calling the police. 

Anna tells the group, “They [the local 
business owners] feel pretty aban- 
doned by all the powers that be in the 
community. Pastorally, I hear that and 
feel it deeply with all the businesses. 
The City of Ypsi has failed so many 
people lately.” 

She adds that while we are aware 
that our folks on the street have issues 
and challenges, we also know that our 
community is better when everyone is 
thriving. 

“We're here to support everyone and 
reduce harm everywhere.” 

Here are the last communications 
on the chat: 

Anna: The owner just texted me that 
[Red] got there, and I'm so thankful. 
There will be so much more of this 
throughout the summer. So it's nice to 
know our team will have a place to 
turn when we need reinforcements. 
It's going to be a beautiful summer! 

Yellow: standing by in case another 
person would help. FYI. 

Red: Things are definitely under 
control. Thanks, y'all. 

Kelly Callison has been the propri- 
etor of a2vintage for over 10 years. Ear- 
lier that Saturday a man came into the 
store and struck up a conversation 
with Kelly. They talked about music 
and culture for a few minutes then he 
said goodbye. 

A few minutes after he left, it started 
to rain. The man came back, Kelly 
assumed because of the rain. He 
approached her and asked if she knew 
of any mental health resources. He 
began tearing up and said he was con- 
templating suicide. Kelly offered him 
space to cry, vent, and process. She 
invited him into her sitting room and 
gave him water, company and 
reassurance. 

“I didn’t know what else to do at that 
point, so I called Pastor Anna of FedUp. 
A few minutes later a member of the 
chat showed up and together we 
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Posted on MPD150.com 


talked, laughed and played games,” 
said Kelly. “The man somehow came 
here from another city where all his 
personal possessions were being held 
by the police. Anna was able to take 
him to the places he needed to go to 
collect his things.” 

Kelly says she was happy to help. 
People come into her store all the time 
to talk and hang out. She stressed how 
important it is to watch out for each 
other in the neighborhood. “I am all 
about community, I do my part. I 
would like to see the other business 
owners step up.’ Kelly said. 

A few days later another member of 
the chat was approached by a woman 
stranded in Ypsilanti. “Mary” was 
dropped off at St. Joseph's Hospital 
from Indiana, where she is from. She 
never explained how she got there, but 
her ride abandoned her. She was 
slightly disoriented and needed a bus 
ticket to get home. The problem was 
that she had no cash. The call went out 
on the NPRR chat at 10 a.m. By 4 p.m., 
an hour before the bus was due to 
depart, the members of the chat 
pooled $125, bought the ticket and 
sent Mary home. 

Local activists find that some mem- 
bers of the street community, people 
who are actively or formerly homeless- 
ness, have had negative interactions 
with the police. Some have been incar- 
cerated or are currently in the legal 
system. Often people on probation or 
parole do not want to be around police 
simply because their presence is trig- 
gering. Even though these people are 
not doing anything wrong, their fear 
keeps them from calling the police for 
help. Situations escalate, neighbors or 
bystanders call the police, people on 
the street seen as the problem regard- 
less of their involvement or motives. 
Someone who is defending themself 
from another individual experiencing 
a mental illness episode may get 
arrested for fighting. It is this break- 
down in our community safety system 
the NPRR is trying to patch. 
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The group is still trying to decide 
how organized they should be and 
what kinds of emergencies they can 
respond to. At the core though, they 
agree the police/carceral system is 
obsolete. The reality is police and pris- 
ons disrupt the synergy of a commu- 
nity by dividing it as opposed to 
organizing it. It’s time to stop the 
revolving door. Not just by replacing 
the door, but by tearing down the 
building to which itis attached. 

There are successful models of com- 
munity-based safety collectives. One 
example is the MPD150. Don’t let the 
name fool you, the Minneapolis Police 
Department 150 is an activist group 
made up of a cross section of the 
demographics in Minneapolis. The 
primary purpose of the group is to 
push the police-free-communities dis- 
cussion from reform to systemic 
change. The name of the group is 
based on a report titled “Enough is 
Enough: A 150-Year Performance 
Review of the Minneapolis Police 
Department." The group is not affili- 
ated with the police department. Here 
are some suggestions they make about 
community-based safety: 

1. An easy one: STOP calling the 
police when it’s clearly unnecessary. 

2. Get trained in first aid, crisis de-es- 
calation and restorative justice. 

3. Build community all the time, not 
just in times of trouble. 

4. If you DO need police, go to them 
instead of calling them to you. 

5. With mental health crises, remem- 
ber to center the person in crisis. 

6. Make a list of local services/ 
hotlines you can call instead of the 
police. 

7. Support organizations that really 
do keep our communities healthy. 

8. Zoom in and find solutions where 
you are. 

9. Engage in policy work that can 
prevent, rather than just punish, crime. 

10. Dream bigger: there was a time 


see RESPONSE next page » 
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FedUp Ministries grand reopening 


From Ann Arbor to Ypsilanti, 
FedUp Ministries has been feeding 
low-income and homeless people, 
not only food to sustain life, but also 
food for thought and spiritual 
growth, while also providing 
employment and volunteering 
opportunities in our community. 

Servicing the Washtenaw Com- 
munity for four years, FedUp has 
now opened their ministries of pres- 
ence in the heart of downtown Ypsi- 
lanti. Their first day of operation was 
June 3. 

In the month of April, FedUp Min- 
istries announced they had made an 
agreement with Growing Hope to 
rent the front space in the old bank 
at 16 S. Washington Street (now 
called Black Lives Matter Boulevard) 
which Growing Hope is using as a 
farmers’ market and incubator 
kitchen. The agreement is that 
FedUp Ministries will rent the build- 
ing to provide services for those in 
need of food, clothing, showers, 
laundry, bathroom, and more. 
FedUp will rent space for the 
summer on a trial basis to see how 
things turn out. 

On June 3, 2024, FedUp Ministries 
opened its doors for free services 
that include (see schedule on next 
page): 

e Church service 

e Prepared hot meals: breakfast 
and lunch 

e Showers 

e Laundry 

e Bathrooms 

e Fun activities and more! 

I got to speak to my friend Pastor 
Anna, and I asked her how she feels 
about serving the community in the 
heart of downtown Ypsilanti. She 
said, "It is exciting and there is a 
need for a ‘third space’ — your first 
space is your home, your second 
space is your work, and third is 
where you can come (without the 
expectation to have to pay money) 
in order to have a social space to 


» RESPONSE from last page 


before police, and there will be a 
time after. 

Community-based safety has been 
around in other forms: volunteer fire 
departments, neighborhood watch 
programs that include “safe zones” 
which are trusted neighbors whom 
kids can turn to for help. 

I remember being in the safety 
patrol in elementary school. Our pri- 
mary goal was to make sure our 
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belong; most people we serve can’t 
afford to patronize local restaurants 
and bars to socialize. We want to 
create a space where people can get 
their basic needs met and have a 
community environment where all 
people feel welcome to come and be 
social and find a sense of belonging, 
which they might struggle to find 
elsewhere.” 

I asked her, how do you feel, and 
plan to adjust to serving the commu- 
nity five days a week versus 2-3 times 
a week, basically going from a part- 
time to a full-time operation? “ We 
do usually work five to six day work 
weeks with our catering services, 
that helps with providing our free 
services to those in need, so we are 
used to working a full-time sched- 
ule, and I’m hoping this provides 
better scheduling structure for staff 
by having a base, and a daily routine, 
as we also continue to serve in a 
mobile capacity as well.” 

I wrapped up by asking: Is there 
anything else you would like the 
public to know? “I would like for 
people to know they can donate to 
our organization on our website: 


peers were not hit by cars on the way 
home. We had structure, training, 
guidelines and leadership. Our pur- 
pose was simple and our method 
based on community response. 
Each volunteer was posted near 
their own home and would stand on 
the corner blocking students ifthere 
were cars in the intersection. We 
wore orange sashes to indicate our 
role. We had no authority, we were 
simply taking turns keeping each 
other safe. 


https://fedupministries.org/give, 
please donate because these pro- 
vided services are needed in our 
community." 

As I continued to mosey around, 
Iran into kitchen team lead Caelan 
Saunders and one of the cooks, 
Todd Crawley, at FedUp Ministries. 
I asked both of them how the first 
day has been so far. Saunders said 
“.. exciting to see all the people 
come by and enjoy themselves and 
get the food they need because I 

believe these services should be 
happening year round, so I’m really 
happy to be a part of getting this all 
set up for a fun hot summer.’ Craw- 
ley said, “This is the best job I ever 
had because I love to cook and serve 
the community.” I then asked Craw- 
ley, “What is your favorite dish to 
dish out?” “Chicken wings," he said; 
“they are better than Buffalo Wild 
Wings.” 

So, there you have it folks. Free 
food, showers, laundry, bathrooms, 
Sunday worship, and other services 
and activities right there in down- 
town Ypsi. 

FedUp Ministries Summer 2024 
Schedule: 

Sunday: Church Service 10 a.m. 
and food truck 11 a.m.-1 p.m. at the 
Growing Hope location, portable 
showers and bathrooms available. 

Monday, Tuesday and Thursday: 
Breakfast from 9-11a.m. Lunch from 
12-3 p.m. Portable showers and 
bathrooms available. 

Every Wednesday: food truck will 
serve free lunch at Liberty Plaza at 
12 p.m. in Ann Arbor and at the Ypsi- 
lanti Transit Center at 1:30-2:30 p.m. 


Quality 


Service 


There are many community-based 
safety organizations popping up 
around the country. Hopefully, with 
them will come the shift in con- 
sciousness necessary to replace our 
current justice system with some- 
thing that works better — a system 
based on compassion and care as 
opposed to policing, control and 
oppression. 


*Names have been changed. 


What's 
Happening 
at the Ann 
Arbor 
District 
Library & 


Open 10am-8pm Daily 

Hang out in any of our five 
locations across town, browsing 
books, magazines, newspapers, 
and more, or check out movies, 
CDs, art prints, musical 
instruments, and home tools— 
you name it! Study and meeting 
rooms, fast and free WiFi, and 
plenty of places to sit and hang out. 


The Summer Game 

If you're reading this, the 2024 
Summer Game has officially 
commenced! Use your Library 
this summer to find codes, solve 
puzzles, attend events, and earn 
points toward awesome AADL 
prizes. Visit aadl.org/play to learn 
more and get started! 


Michigan Activity Pass 

With a valid library card from 
any Michigan public library, you 
can print a pass to participating 
organizations, including muse- 
ums and state parks, through the 
Michigan Activity Pass website. 
Some partners offer compli- 
mentary or reduced-price admis- 
sion; others, discounts in their gift 
shop or other exclusive offers. 


FEATURED EVENT 


AADL AT 


A2SF 


June 14-30 at Ann Arbor 
Summer Fest: Top of the Park 
AADL is thrilled to partner with 
the Ann Arbor Summer Festival 
to host a medley of performances 
and events for 2024, including 
family-friendly Kids Rock 
performances and Top of the Park 
editions of World Famous Trivia 
and Nerd Nite! Check out the full 
schedule of AADL events at A2SF 
at aadl.org/a2sf. 
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A tale of two shelters 


ROBBIE FEBRUARY 
Groundcover contributor 


Imagine being in a situation where 
you have no home, no place to feel 
safe, and on top of that, you're facing 
challenges just because of who you 
are. This is the reality for many trans- 
gender couples experiencing home- 
lessness. We’ll compare how two 
shelters, the Delonis Center in Ann 
Arbor and the Salvation Army Safety 
Dorms in Las Vegas, Nevada, support 
transgender couples. 


The Delonis Center: Ann 
Arbor 


The Delonis Center is like a big safety 
net for people without homes in Ann 
Arbor. It’s run by the Shelter Associa- 
tion of Washtenaw County and offers 
meals, medical care and help finding 
permanent housing. They do their best 
to welcome everyone, but let’s see how 
they handle the specific needs of trans- 
gender couples. 

Inclusivity and Sensitivity: The Del- 
onis Center aims to be welcoming to 
all, but imagine being in a place where 
people don’t quite get your unique 
struggles. Transgender couples some- 
times face discrimination or lack of 


Cindy Gere 


Joe Woods 


understanding from staff and other 
residents. 

Housing Accommodations: Here’s 
the tricky part. The Delonis Center has 
separate sleeping areas for men and 
women. This can be a big problem for 
transgender couples because it might 
mean they have to sleep apart, which 
isn’t great for their emotional health. 

Privacy and Safety: Everyone needs 
to feel safe, especially those who might 
be more vulnerable to harassment. 
The Shelter Association tries to pro- 
vide private rooms for families, but 
there aren’t always enough to go 
around. 

Support Services: While there are 
case management and medical care, 
transgender individuals might need 
more specific help — like counseling 
for gender dysphoria or hormone ther- 
apy. These services are often not avail- 
able or in short supply. 


Salvation Army Safety 
Dorms: Las Vegas, Nevada 


Now, let’s travel to Las Vegas. The 
Salvation Army has set up special 
Safety Dorms for LGBTQ+ individuals, 
including transgender people. They’ve 
created a space specifically designed 
to be safe and supportive for this 
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community. 

Inclusivity and Sensitivity: The 
Safety Dorms are all about inclusivity. 
The staff here are trained to under- 
stand the unique challenges faced by 
transgender individuals and couples. 
This creates a much more welcoming 
environment. 

Housing Accommodations: Unlike 
the binary setup at the Delonis Center, 
the Safety Dorms offer flexible housing 
arrangements. This means transgen- 
der couples can stay together, which is 
super important for their well-being. 

Privacy and Safety: Privacy and 
safety are top priorities here. With pri- 
vate rooms and secure facilities, trans- 
gender residents can feel protected 
from harassment and violence. 


Vote for your 
favorite photo and 
view submissions 
to the other three 
media categories 
online at linktr.ee/ 
groundcovernews 
Voting closes 
August 5! 
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Sannont Services: The Safety Dorms 
go above and beyond with specialized 
support services. They offer medical 
care, counseling, and even legal assis- 
tance tailored to the needs of trans- 
gender individuals. This kind of 
comprehensive support is crucial for 
helping them rebuild their lives. 


Lynnie and Sean: a 
transgender couple at the 
Delonis Center 


Meet Lynnie and Sean, a couple who 
found themselves at the Delonis 
Center in November 2023. Because of 
the gender-segregated sleeping areas, 


see SHELTER page 8 » 


> Event 


ARTINI 


JUNE 21, 2024 


[ne Beloved Cocktall 

r RETURNS 

to Downtown Ann 
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Association Football Club shows Ann Arbor that 
everyone belongs i in the beautiful game 


Creating history is hard. Eliminating 
bigotry is difficult. The Association 
Football Club - Ann Arbor is proving 
both are possible, even exciting, won- 
derful and especially fun. 

Jamey Amrine, one of the AFC-AA 
founders, said it is a community-based 
soccer club, focused on equity, justice 
and anti-racism. The men's team 
started in 2014, the women's in 2018. 
Both teams play in the Great Lakes 
Division of the United Soccer League, 
anational pre-professional league. The 
women play in USL W and the men, 
USL League Two. The USL wants to 
increase gender equity and provide 
opportunities to play, coach, officiate 
and work in soccer in a safe, inclusive 
manner, according to its website. 

“As a white guy, I know about undue 
power and bias," Amrine said. "We try 
to challenge bias and figure out how to 
change things." 

Some changes are unusual, such as 
risking a league fine for not playing the 
National Anthem because Francis 
Scott Key was a slave owner, or allow- 
ing Claire Cahalan to wear the cap- 
tain's "C" on her right pride sock 
instead of her arm. AFC-AA midfielder 
Thiago Dos Santos wears his pride 
stripe on his left arm and a USL fourth 
official wears his on the right cuff of his 
red jacket. 

Some innovations are major, like 
helping found the Anti-Racist Soccer 
Clubs Coalition in 2020 and Commu- 
nity Leadership Revolution Academy 
of Ypsilanti in 2021. 

Some changes are local, like part- 
nering with Food Gatherers, the Uni- 
versity of Michigan Adaptive Sports 
and Fitness Program and the Humane 
Society on Father's Day June 16 for the 
women's match vs. the Michiana 
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Lions. Or hosting a food and house- 
hold goods drive for SOS Community 
Services, June 30, at the women's final 
home game against Detroit City FC. 
United Way for Books will also partic- 
ipate. AFC-AA players and staff also 
are volunteering for cleanup and land- 
scaping projects at all five of SOS Com- 
munity Services’ Ypsilanti locations, 
according to AFC-AA Facebook. 

Some promote thoughtfulness such 
as donating six trees to the City of Ann 
Arbor for each Mighty Oak goal this 
season in honor of Ann Arbor's bicen- 
tennial celebration May 25. AFC-AA 
also acknowledged the Anishinaabe 
people of the Three Fires Confederacy 
— the Ojibwe, Ottawa, Potawatomi 
and the Wyandot before the game and 
dressed in "Tree Canopy Kits," tree 
green uniforms. 

Some changes are about different 
styles of protest. In a chippy 0-0 tie on 
June 1 against Michiana, the referee 
gave a yellow card (a behavior warn- 
ing) to the AFC-AA men's bench 
saying, "It's about respect." As the 
game progressed, the referee said to 
AFC-AA coach Rod Asllani, "I'm just 
trying to explain the logic of the rule, 
about why I made that call." Asllani 
replied, "I don't understand that logic." 


St. Francis of Assisi Parish 


sif God were your Father, you would love ma, 
for | came from Ged and am here: 
Idid not come on my own, bul he sent me." 


Come Worship With | 


Mass Schedule 


+ Christ Jesus (John 8:42) 


Häl Ls 


A 


Saturday 5 pm (English) & 7 pm (Spanish) 
Sunday 8:30 am, 10:30 am, 
12:30 pm, 5 pm 


7250 East Stadium Bivd., Ann Arbor 
www. StFrancisA2.com 734-821-2100 


Top: Orion McHugh taking a corner kick in AFC-AA'S 1-0 victory over 
Oakland County FC. Bottom: (L-R) Ami Komori, Chiara Premoli 
(standing), Yuliana Herrera, Lina Berrah, Emily Eitzman, Holli Brown 
(GK), Sydney Osgood, Sandra Pedersen. Players from both AFC-AA 
teams meet with fans after every home game, weather permitting. 
Photo courtesy of the Eitzman Family. 


Both coaches spoke in calm, neutral 
tones until the 90th minute, when both 
teams were striving for the winning 
goal. The fourth official said, "Be quiet, 
be quiet, be quiet," also neutral and 
calm. There were no physical fights or 
tantrums and rarely cursing in a game 
that featured some dangerous play on 
a field slick with light rain. There were 
eight yellow cards, four per side, and 
one red card to AFC-AA. Surprisingly, 
it was the AFC-AA fans that cursed a 
call during the women's first loss, 1-0 
to Midwest United, June 2. Through 
June 3, the men are 2-1-2 and the 
women 3-1-1. 

Some changes are financial, like free 
admission every game for 13-under 
and a $2 ticket discount at the gate for 
fans who donate to AFC-AA commu- 
nity partners. AFC-AA donates $2 for 
every ticket purchased online. 

Some changes are historic. AFC-AA 
right defensive back Emily Eitzman, 
the Outreach Coordinator for the U-M 
Adaptive Sports Student Interest 
Group, was honored on Women and 
Girls in Sports and Community Day for 
starting the first amputee soccer pro- 
gram in Michigan in November 2023. 
The U-M Amputee Soccer team played 
a halftime exhibition at the AFC-AA 


women's home opener, a 1-0 victory 
over Kalamazoo FC, May 19 at Ann 
Arbor Pioneer High School's Hollway 
Field. There was free admission for all 
who identify as women, girls and 
non-binary. The USL accepts trans- 
gender athletes. Midfielder/Forward 
Bridget Kopmeyer, 14, became the 
youngest player in Mighty Oak history 
to score a goal, May 29, a 3-1 victory 
over Michiana. Kopmeyer, a Pioneer 
sophomore in 2024-25, plays U-15 for 
Internationals Girls Soccer of Medina, 
OH, an Elite Clubs National League 
regional team. The previous youngest 
player was Eitzman, 17, in 2019. 

"She's been selected to a national 
pool for her age group," AFC-AA coach 
Kevin Taylor said about Kopmeyer, 
who is very fast. "She's willing to do 
whatever needs to be done to be part 
of the team. When you come to ateam 
like this, when everyone's a top player, 
the goal is to just come together as a 
team as fast as possible." Taylor, Asl- 
lani and opposing coaches are avail- 
able to fans after each game, win or 
lose. 

Jenna Trubiano, the U-M Women's 
Ice Hockey Club Coach, and 


see SOCCER page 11 » 
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they had to sleep apart. This separa- 
tion added to their stress and made it 
harder for them to access the support 
they needed. Despite the center’s 
efforts, the lack of specialized services 
and understanding from some staff 
members made their stay 
challenging. 

Lynnie felt forced to misidentify to a 
gender that was not her own in order 
to stay with Sean. Safety was also an 
issue. Sean stated, “There were many 
times while staying at the Delonis 
Center where we felt unsafe. It felt that 
the staff were not listening to our con- 
cerns when we were often threatened 
by other guests.” Lynnie continued this 
thought by saying, “When we were 
staying there, we couldn’t sleep. We 
were unable to exist without harass- 
ment for who we were. I was physically 
assaulted many times before I felt 
forced to fight back. My assailants were 
not punished, but when we stood up 
for ourselves; we were banned from 
Delonis.” 

Lynnie and Sean took to the streets 
from there. They are very thankful for 
MISSION helping them with daily 
tasks, food, showers, etc. They are 
hoping that past projects like the 


“Lavender Project” return so that they 
can find temporary housing without 
social stigma and fear of violence. 

Now, let’s time-travel back to 2022 
and meet Lynnie and Sean again at the 
Safety Dorms in Las Vegas. They found 
a welcoming and understanding envi- 
ronment where they could stay 
together. The flexible housing and spe- 
cialized support services helped them 
feel safe and supported. With access to 
medical care, counseling, and legal 
assistance, they were able to start 
taking steps towards independence. 
Lynnie had some good experiences 
there. She felt comfortable expressing 
herself and was able to find commu- 
nity in the dorms. Sean stated, “I felt 
comfortable in the safety dorms. I felt 
the staff were looking out for us. I was 
able to get identification and get a job 
with their help.’ 


Policy recommendations 


So, what can be done to improve 
shelter options for transgender indi- 
viduals and couples? Here are a few 
ideas: 

Flexible Housing Arrangements: 
Shelters should adopt housing 
arrangements that respect the identi- 
ties and relationships of transgender 
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individuals. This means more private 
rooms and non-binary 
accommodations. 

Specialized Training for Staff: Staff 
should receive training to better 
understand and support transgender 
residents. This includes learning about 
gender identity and the unique chal- 
lenges faced by the LGBTQ+ 
community. 

Comprehensive Support Services: 
Shelters need to offer services tailored 
to the needs of transgender individu- 
als. This includes medical care, coun- 
seling, and legal assistance. 

Inclusive Policies and Practices: 
Implementing inclusive policies can 
help create a safer and more support- 
ive environment. This means having 
anti-discrimination policies and mea- 
sures to prevent harassment and 
violence. 

Community Partnerships: Shelters 
should partner with local LGBTQ+ 
organizations to enhance their sup- 
port services. These partnerships can 
provide valuable resources and 
expertise. 

The Delonis Center in Ann Arbor 
and the Salvation Army Safety Dorms 
in Las Vegas both aim to help people 
experiencing homelessness, but their 
approaches to supporting transgender 


individuals and couples are quite dif- 
ferent. The Safety Dorms’ focus on 
inclusivity, flexible housing, and spe- 
cialized support services provides a 
more effective model. 

By learning from these examples, 
other shelters can improve their ser- 
vices for transgender individuals and 
couples. Flexible housing arrange- 
ments, specialized training for staff, 
comprehensive support services, 
inclusive policies, and community 
partnerships are key to creating a more 
supportive environment. Let’s work 
towards a future where all individuals, 
regardless of their gender identity, can 
find a safe and welcoming place. 


WASHTENAW COUNTY SUMMER COOLING SITES 


Stay sofe this summer 


Location 


Ann Arbor District Library (Downtown) 
Ann Arbor District Library (Mallets Creek) 
Ann Arbor District Library (Pittsfield) 
Ann Arbor District Library (Traverwood) 


Ann Arbor District Library (Westgate) 


Chelsea Library 
Manchester Library 


Milan Library 


Northville Library 


Salem-South Lyon Library 
Washtenaw County Human Services Building 
Ypsilanti District Library (Superior) 


Ypsilanti District Library (Whittaker) 


Lart updated May 11t, MA 


For more information like hours of 


operation, visit bit.ly/Wash-Cooling 


Address 


151 Wabash St., Milan 


212 W. Cady 5t, Northville 


2359 Oak Valley Dr, Ann Arbor 


912 City Rd. (M-52) Manchester 


9800 Pontiac Trail, South Lyon 


1900 Harris Rd., Ypsilanti 


5577? Whittaker Rd., Ypsilanti 


343 5. Sth Ave., Ann Arbor 


3090 E. Eisenhower Parkway, Ann Arbor 


3333 Traverwood Dr., Ann Arbor 


2503 Jackson Ave., Ann Arbor 


221 5. Main St, Chelsea 


3255 Alpiné SL, Dexber 


Phone 2 


Tad-327-43200 
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734-487-1110 
734-487-4110 
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Fill iñ the squares so that each row, column, and 
S-by-3 box contain the numbers 1 through 8, 


Groundcover Vendor Code 


While Groundcover is a non-profit, 
and paper vendors are self-employed 
contractors, we still have expecta- 
tions of how vendors should conduct 
themselves while selling and repre- 
senting the paper. 


The following is our Vendor Code of 
Conduct, which every vendor reads 
and signs before receiving a badge 
and papers. We request that if you 
discover a vendor violating any tenets 
of the Code, please contact us and 
provide as many details as possible. 
Our paper and our vendors should be 
positively impacting our County. 

e Groundcover will be distributed 
for a voluntary donation. | agree not 
to ask for more than the cover price 
or solicit donations by any other 
means. 

e When selling Groundcover, | will 
always have the current biweekly 
issue of Groundcover available for 
customer purchase. 

e | agree not to sell additional 
goods or products when selling the 
paper or to panhandle, including pan- 
handling with only one paper or sell- 
ing past monthly issues. 

e | will wear and display my badge 
when selling papers and refrain from 
wearing it or other Groundcover gear 
when engaged in other activities. 

e | will only purchase the paper 
from Groundcover Staff and will not 
sell to or buy papers from other 


Groundcover vendors, especially ven- 
dors who have been suspended or 
terminated. 

e | agree to treat all customers, 
staff, and other vendors respectfully. 
| will not “hard sell,” threaten, harass 
or pressure customers, staff, or other 
vendors verbally or physically. 

e | will not sell Groundcover under 
the influence of drugs or alcohol. 

¢ | understand that | am not a legal 
employee of Groundcover but a con- 
tracted worker responsible for my 
own well-being and income. 

e | understand that my badge is 
property of Groundcover and will not 
deface it. | will present my badge 
when purchasing the papers. 

e | agree to stay off private prop- 
erty when selling Groundcover. 

e | understand to refrain from sell- 
ing on public buses, federal property 
or stores unless there is permission 
from the owner. 

e | agree to stay at least one block 
away from another vendor in down- 
town areas. | will also abide by the 
Vendor Corner Policy. 

e | understand that Groundcover 
strives to be a paper that covers 
topics of homelessness and poverty 
while providing sources of income for 
the homeless. | will try to help in this 
effort and spread the word. 


If you would like to report a violation 
of the Vendor Code please email con- 
tact@groundcovernews.com or fill 
out the contact form on our website. 
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ACROSS 
1. Happening 
6. Accommodate 


11. 
14. 
15. 
16. 


Barbie's beau 
Wilkes-___, Pa. 
Biblical gift 
Anger 


17. To shorten a word 


19. 
20. 


21 


Adage 
Correct, as text 


. Puddinglike dessert 
23. 
26. 
27. 
28. 
29. 
30. 
31. 
34. 
35. 
36. 
37. 
38. 
39. 
40. 
42. 
43. 


Become attached 
A type of gun dog 
Arm ___ 

Jump in 

Choice food 
Nonsensical 
"lost!" 
Enormous birds of myth 
In a fitting way 

— fruit 

___ Wednesday 
Gray 

Jack 

Fancy trim 

Hang around 
"Joe" 


45. Vacuum cleaners 


46. 
47. 


Russian chess master 
Cheese 


48. Victorian, for one 


49. 
54. 
55. 
56. 
57. 
58. 
59. 


Oil revenue 

"alive!" 

Dickens's ___ Heep 
Convex molding 

Born, in bios 

bear 

Australian slang for "Yank" 


1. "The __ Daba Honeymoon" 
2. Marvelous, in slang 
3. Sun, e.g. 

4. Solar system art 
5. Pours metal 
6. Nitrogen compound 

7. Pair 

8. "A jealous mistress": Emerson 
9. Immediately 

10. Husky voice 

11. Keeps livestock in 

12. Clear, as a disk 

13. Supports a winding staircase 
18. Docs for dachshunds 

22. Commercial prefix with vision 
23. African capital 

24. Pandemonium 

25. An advertising slogan 

26. Disgrace 

28. Used for securing mooring 
lines 

30. Arguments 

32. Young eel 

33. Layers 

35. Burn treatment 

36. Another name for gastropod 
38. To spoon ice cream 

39. African antelope 

41. Babysitter's handful 

42. Forte 

43. Coil of yarn 

44. Bill of fare 

45. Ado 

47. Alum 

50. Bolivian export 

51. Chop (off) 

52. Matterhorn, e.g. 

53. "Winnie-the-Pooh" baby 
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Human rights are not universally inherent 


Humanity and its history of 
attempted peaceful coexistence can 
be reasonably described as a series of 
epic failures. Our history, pock- 
marked with countless wars and con- 
flicts, provides compelling evidence 
that getting along with each other is 
not a priority among us. So though 
we may view our present-day world 
as one that is civilized and consider- 
ate of all people, reality seems at odds 
with this optimistically polished 
self-assessment. 

There are many people out there 
whose lives are a living hell and very 
unlikely to improve despite whatever 
actions they take towards a better life. 
Unfortunately, all the talk we hear of 
equality and human rights can't even 
be called naive promises for the 
simple fact they are distant dreams. 
Many people truly believe and wish 
for a world where everybody gets a 
fair shot at a happy life, and there 
may come a time where that may be 
a possibility, but for the foreseeable 
future the systems we have in place 
not only undermine universal human 
rights, but actually reject them. That 
is unless you are born into privilege. 

If not, your public image can 
develop social stigmas that can truly 
make everything you set out to do 
devoid of any significant value based 
on the fact that you only can be what- 
ever stereotype is assigned to such 
stigma. Furthermore, should you 
make any meaningful progress 
despite society's utter contempt, 
there certainly are people so invested 
in their intolerance for you that they 
would not stand by and allow such 
undeserved victories to ever be pres- 
ent in your life. 

Sadly, as I mentioned, what you're 
born into will probably play a sub- 
stantial role in the direction your life 
takes and whether you receive sup- 
port or face constant trials. Nowsome 
would argue the whole overcoming 
adversity and finding success in some 
rags to riches motivational story. I 
have my own brand of skepticism of 
such accounts. Especially when I sus- 
pect the reason there never seems to 
be any statistics attached to these 
accounts is because such occur- 
rences are actually extremely rare, 
and the motivation of these stories is 
manipulation. 

Perhaps they keep you in line by 
distracting you from the odds you 
actually face, and therefore make you 
unlikely to take a more drastic 
approach towards your dream of 
happiness and contentment. That 
may sound extremely negative, pes- 
simistic and —for lack of a better 
word — evil. But if you consider what 
humans are capable of doing to each 
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other along with our tragically flawed 
history — it goes from possible to 
predictable. 

Then there is the influence of my 
own life experiences which does 
nothing to help my outlook either. I 
was certainly not born into ideal cir- 
cumstances, not to mention the 
damage and difficulty spawned by 
the associating psychological trau- 
mas and abuses! 

The reason I can easily call the very 
notion of human rights naive and 
immature is obvious: I lived a good 
deal of my life without them. This is 
thanks to that social stigma I men- 
tioned. Thanks to the convenient ste- 
reotype that without doubt my 
situation is of my own design and 
definitely well deserved because the 
truth — well, screw the truth! — 
because the here and now views me 
as a second-class citizen, regardless 
of what happened, and I deserve 
every disadvantage and hardship I 
face. And if I got cheated out of the 
chance I was told everyone in our 
perfect world received? If I hit adult- 
hood five years earlier than the stan- 
dards applied to everybody? Well, the 
day my life went from suspecting 
betrayal to confirmed betrayal, I lost 
any rights as a person when I was dis- 
carded like trash by those who raised 
me. 

The moment I faced poverty com- 
pletely alone, I was no longer an 
underage teen or worthy of invest- 
ment. I was undesirable, only useful 
for exploitation. And I haven't mat- 
tered since. So I consider the notion 
of human rights laughable because if 
this is acceptable, then we as a spe- 
cies have a very long way to go before 
we have the right to even think about 
achieving equality. 

If you're an uncompassionate, 
“hang them-all and let God sort 
them” type wondering why I'm not 
suing people left and right, it's 
because at times going through hell 
can make a better person out of you, 
and contrary to popular belief, I don't 
care about petty revenge because that 
is not what I truly desire and it would 
serve no useful purpose to me. No 


more than just being handed all the 
money I could ever desire would 
award me happiness. All I want is that 
chance I was promised. 

But that time has passed and this 
world will never ever willingly see me 
granted one. Because the past and 
what was done doesn't change the 
worthless non-entity I am now per- 
ceived as. If I'm given any thought at 
all, the nature of my life story will be 
labeled a fabricated pity generator to 
justify doing stereotypical bum 
things. Unreflecting people seem to 
think my life situation is as a result of 
character flaws. So I don't have an 
abundance of hope for anything 
because my goals will be fought 
against every step of the way in a 
rigged system that will passively 
receive my organs but will award me 
no lenience in my unwelcome life. 

So back to the question: do human 
rights exist? In a broad and general 
sense, no they do not, and they won't 
for quite some time. I wish I could 
reassure those who are concerned 
about this assessment that I have 
some optimism, but then I would feel 
like I lied. I'm very familiar with the 
disappointment of putting stock into 
something as many people do in 
human rights, and would not wish it 
on others despite whatever is wished 
on me. 

I find it amusing in some sick-joke 
kind of way that one strategy that 
may work at escaping financial hard- 
ship is to adopt the acceptable char- 
acter trait of normality that is never 
applied to the less fortunate. You 
have to be “wanted” in some way in 
order to get some of these privileges. 
Otherwise, people are happy to just 
consign you to oblivion. 

It would require dishonesty, decep- 
tion and lying to create so much dis- 
tance from the stigmatizing label that 
you become completely unrecogniz- 
able. So if one wanted any hope at 
some kind of life that doesn't end in 
a labor camp, they just have to be the 
kind of sell-out jerk you promised to 
never be, and somewhere in the back 
of your mind consider it one more 
insulting defeat. Additionally, there 
is no guarantee I am speaking for 
others in similar positions due to the 
diversity found among the homeless. 
Despite the generalized characteris- 
tics assumed for uncaring, simplistic 
sake. In my particular case, I find 
myself facing a messed-up dilemma 
made more complex by my unique 
view of things and the weird moral- 
ity, born out of rebellion against my 
self-appointed overlords, that I 
assign a good deal of importance to. 
Of course that grates against the only 
method I believe to be effective for 


my pursuit of better days. 

And so that about sums up my 
thoughts on the issue of human rights 
and their implementation or exclu- 
sion in America. Whatever you 
believe, and hopefully somebody 
finds this informative instead of 
depressing, because it's not my intent 
to promote defeatism but rather 
attempt to underscore the humanity 
of the world's abused and doubtless 
unwanted. 

The parting wisdom I wish to leave 
you is my suggestion that if you don't 
approve of the visible reminders of 
how inadequate and imperfect the 
system that blesses you actually is, 
then perhaps try approaching the 
issue more open-mindedly and 
create avenues of escape for these 
folks rather than entrap them in stag- 
nating hopelessness that leans 
towards the solution of sterilization 
rather than healing. 

I mean how can anyone seriously 
expect somebody who spends every 
day fighting without end to just con- 
cede to a life of discontent as the 
system seems to want? Expecting 
people to do that is worthy of 
ridicule! 
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Finding Clarence 


LA SHAWN COURTWRIGHT 
Groundcover vendor No. 56 


They said that they cared for Clarence 
but they don’t 

Haven’t seen my baby 

Since he was three days old 


Been trying to locate him for seven years now 


The date he was born 11-21-1998 
He’s almost 26 years old 

They want me to pay to find my baby 
They gave away 

Social services are a messed up thing 


All they brought to my life was other disasters and continuous pain 


I just pray to God almighty to see 
My baby Clarence again 


æ SOCCER from page 7 


environmental activist Isabel (Izzy) 
Sutton, a Pioneer junior in 2024-2025, 
were also honored before the women's 
home opener as Sports and Commu- 
nity Role Models. Sutton, who con- 
vinced AFC-AA to switch from 
single-use plastic, is nationally recog- 
nized for helping Ann Arbor nonprof- 
its, including those for wildlife, 
education and the homeless, accord- 
ing to the Ann Arbor Public School 
District News and MLive. 

Eitzman, a 2024 U-M graduate in 
Neuroscience, wants the amputee 
soccer program to become an official 
club in the U-M ASF Program. ASF has 
four official club programs, adaptive 
track and field, wheelchair basketball, 
tennis and rugby. ASF also began the 
Adaptive Sports and Inclusive Recre- 
ation Initiative in 2021 which today 
has adaptive sports in all middle 
school grades in Ann Arbor and Ypsi- 
lanti, according to the ASIRI web site. 

Eastern Michigan University also 
has an adaptive sports club. The Ann 
Arbor YMCA integrates everyone into 
the same classes. Along with the Y, 
Ann Arbor and Ypsilanti Parks and 
Recreation offers swimming and other 
sports to athletes with disabilities. 

LaQuinta Haynes, a U-M Amputee 
Soccer player, and Eitzman were 
roommates when the United States 
Amputee Football Federation (USAFF) 
was invited by the Federation 


International Football Association to 
promote amputee soccer at the 2023 
Women's World Cup in Australia and 
New Zealand. Eitzman is USAFF 
Director of Collegiate Development, 
Technical Director and on the Board 
of Directors. 

Haynes, a right defensive back for 
the United States National Amputee 
Women's Soccer team, will compete in 
the inaugural World Amputee Football 
Federation Women's Amputee Soccer 
World Cup, Nov. 2-11, 2024 in Barran- 
quilla, Columbia. The U.S. National 
Amputee Women's Team is in its 
second year. 

"I didn't play sports," said Haynes, 
who lost her right leg from cancer. "It's 
about mastery. I kept doing every- 
thing. Now what can I master?" 

"If you really want to do something 
in this sport, U-M opens the door for 
you," William Mullen said, "but you 
have to want to do it." 

Mullen and Haynes, who played in 
the halftime exhibition, travel from 
Columbus, Ohio to work out with the 
ASF program. 

Both U-M Amputee Soccer and the 
ASF Program are open to everyone in 
the community including non-stu- 
dents and non-limb deficient athletes. 
U-M Amputee Soccer began five weeks 
of practice every Tuesday June 4-July 2 
at Hubbard or Mitchell fields. Contact 
emily@amputeesoccer.com for more 
information. 

"We want to be inclusive," Eitzman 


Lion's roar 


EARL PULLEN 
Groundcover contributor 


As a lion roars 

He’s a majestic beast 
Does he get his roar 

From the west or the east? 


Some people wonder about this thing 


Called a beast 

He’s got his pride 

Or so it seems 

He has no plot 

And he has no scheme 
Just a magical dream 
Or so it seems. 


Bethlehem United Church of Christ 


whecver you ore, and wherever you are on life's journey, pow orc welcome Pere 


4235, Fourth Avenue, Ann Arbor, Mi 48104 


734-665-6149 


Bethlehem-ucc.org Fi facebook.cambethlehemuccaz 
Bethiehen Chueh is home of the Groundeover office 


JUNE 2024 EVENTS AT BETHLEHEM 
Please visit the church website at: 
wivw.bethlehem-ucc.arg 
for the most up-to-date calendar and event information. 
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and we need your input 
to help shape the future 
of our city! 


A process is underway for a new 


Comprehensive Plan that will guide 


public and private investment to... 
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and her friend Danae Moriarty agreed. 
"We don't want to close it off to 
anyone." 

Moriarty, born without her left arm, 
and Eitzman grew up together playing 
at the Saline Soccer Association for 
Coach Mackenzie Gilmore, who today 
is the President of the USAFF. The 
USAFF, founded in January 2023 
according to its website, encompasses 
all ages and genders. It believes 
"through soccer all can be elevated, 
empowered and respected." 
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Sunday Worship Time 
10:00 am In-person 
and via Live Stream 


Please go to 


a2gov.org/compplan 
J 
Z orscan the OR code below 


to learn more about the 
Comprehensive Flan and how 
youcan get involved 
in the process! 


"We're very forward thinking,” said 
Nick Lacy, in charge of AFC-AA’s spon- 
sorship and community outreach. "We 
love Ann Arbor and appreciate [its] 
support. We like to be a place where 
families can come out and have a great 
time watching some sports. We like to 
be a place where everyone can come 
together regardless of who they are. 
That's one of the things about ‘the 
beautiful game. It brings people 
together from all walks of life." 
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Easy homemade pizza 
dough 


ELIZABETH BAUMAN 
Groundcover contributor 


PUZZLE SOLUTIONS 


458397621 PBE UIRAE AR 


637521984 MEERE al 
541938267 GBH SOnRn CGE 
823765149 DGUON MENN 
796412358 


2891176435 
365849712 


Ingredients: 

1 cup warm water (110 degrees F) 

1 (.25 ounce) package active dry yeast 
1 teaspoon white sugar 

2 % cups bread flour 


2 tablespoons olive oil 
1 teaspoon salt 


Directions: 

Add yeast and sugar to the warm 
water. Mix and let stand until creamy, 
about 10 minutes. 

Add flour, oil and salt to the yeast 
mixture and beat until smooth. You 
can do this by hand or use a stand 
mixer fitted with a dough hook to make 
it easier. Let it rest for five minutes. 

Turn dough out onto a lightly floured 
surface and pat or roll into a 12-inch 


circle. 

Transfer to a lightly greased pizza 
pan. Spread crust with sauce and top- 
pings of your choice. 

Bake in the preheated oven at 450 
degrees until golden brown (15 to 20 
minutes). Remove from the oven and 
let cool for 5 minutes before serving. 

Topped with just cheese or some 
delicious fresh vegetables, this is 
delicious! 


FIRST BAPTIST 


CHURCH OF ANN ARBOR 


We seek to... 


listen to children 

do justice 

share what we have 
care for creation 
grow in faith 


Sunday @ 10a 


G TIS, S FOOD CO-OP 


Sl? E. Washington Street 


2560 To mone 


focazZorg 


ANY PURCHASE OF 
$15 OR MORE 


174253896 


d ae 
100 N Staebler Rd A} 
Ann Arbor, MI 48103 


off Jackson Ave in 
Scio Township 


Shopping Hours 
Friday 9am-1pm 
Saturday 9am-3pm 


FREE large item/large quantity PICK-UP 
Call us at 734-655-0450 for more pick-up information 


Donation Dron-Off's 
May-September: Saturday 3am-3pm 
October- April: Saturday Gam-L:30pm 
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i211 S MAIN ST ANN ARBOR) fourdirectionsa2.com 


JEWELRY 
MINERALS 
FOSSILS 


$2 OFF 


Your purchase of 


$15 or more 
Limit 1 coupon per customer 
per day 
Cannot be combined with 
other promotions or 
discounts. Expires 12/31/24 


